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Ectoparasites

Ticks and Mites

Ticks:  Snakes from the wild as well as captive specimens may harbour mites and ticks.  Ticks are readily seen and removed.  To remove a tick, very carefully coat it first with Vaseline or dab it with alcohol.  (Use a cotton swab if you don’t want to use your fingers.)  after a few minutes, the ticks grip will loosen, and you can use tweezers to pull it out.  Check that the sucking mouth parts are removed intact, and crush it before disposing of it.
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Mites:  Mites are more difficult to combat because they are smaller and often present in immense numbers.  A pervasive airborne insecticide such as contained in a “no pest strip” is an excellent combatant which alleviates the necessity of handling the snake.  Remove the water dish and hang a square (about 1 inch on each side of a ten gallon tank) in a perforated container either in the terrarium or on top of the screen lid.  Your snake must not be allowed to come in contact with the strip.  Leave the strip in place for 3-4 days, remove it (you can store it in a glass jar with a tight fitting lid), and replace the water dish.  Because the strip does not kill mite eggs, you will need to re-treat the snake and the enclosure, 9 days later, when the mite eggs have hatched.  An alternate treatment is injectable Ivermectin (administered by your veterinarian) or a dilute Ivermectin spray which you can mist onto your snake

